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MESSAGE FROM THE ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT 

Warm Holiday Greetings! 

Every year I can’t believe how quickly the December break is upon us.  As I read through our curriculum newsletter, I am 

always impressed to read about what is taking place in every discipline at every level.  These exciting programs, initia-

tives, changes and successes would not be possible without the hard work of our curriculum leaders and talented 

teachers.  I hope you take a moment to read about the wonderful work happening throughout our district. 

I feel very fortunate to work with such dedicated, professional and passionate educators – please know how much your 

work and efforts are appreciated.  I wish you all a wonderful holiday break and a happy and healthy new year! 
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SCIENCE  Arnica Sullivan, Curriculum Specialist 

As a joint project with scientists and 

engineers from the United Technolo-

gy Research Center, 4th grade stu-

dents at Philip R. Smith and Orchard 

Hill worked in groups to design and 

launch bottle rockets. This activity 

integrates STEM with the grade level 

science curriculum. Eli Terry and 

Pleasant Valley will participate in the 

spring.   

In the fall, all four elementary schools 

hosted their annual STEM Night. Fami-

lies participated in a variety of hands

-on activities including a robotics 

station from the Connecticut Sci-

ence Center. In addition, KEVA 

Planks, a lightweight wooden build-

ing tool, provided families with an 

interactive opportunity to better un-

derstand mathematics and physics 

through leveled brain building chal-

lenges. This new architectural station 

was possible because of a generous 

grant from the South Windsor Public 

Education Fund. Families were en-

couraged to continue developing 

their engineering skills at home 

through the use of Family STEM Night 

Challenge Bags.  

After learning about the weather in 

science class, Christal Banville’s third 

grade students used Seesaw to present 

their own weather forecast to their par-

ents. The students did an excellent job 

sharing their forecasts, making sure to 

explain terms such as humidity and pre-

cipitation while including tips about 

what to wear to be the most comforta-

ble for the weather conditions of the 

day. 

Seventh grade students kicked off their 

states of matter unit by making ice 

cream. Gino Gaucher, Laurie Chestone 

and Vicki Stetson developed this activi-

ty to show students how energy affects 

phase changes.  Students engaged in 

learning about how temperature re-

lates to the kinetic energy of the mole-

cules. Below is a picture of two students 

mixing the saltwater solution to lower 

the temperature which causes the ice 

cream to freeze. 

Students in Deb Field’s ECE Environ-

mental Science class have several new 

projects this year, including learning 

about larger scale worm composting 

as well as managing their own small 

scale worm composters using leaves, 

garden waste and (carefully curated) 

kitchen waste.  They’ve learned the 

basics of a composting system and the 

differences and modifications neces-

sary for an outdoor vs. indoor system. 

They are responsible for bringing in ma-

terials for their bins, trying to keep their 

worms alive, and navigating pitfalls like 

too much or too little moisture and the 

scourge of fruit flies. The goal is to pro-

duce finished compost that will be 

used to plant in the spring.  

The high school is also excited to an-

nounce the new SWHS Urban Natural-

ists program. Through grant funding, 

we will be piloting a program geared 

toward getting more of our students 

access to the outdoors in a safe and 

sustainable way. The grant has provid-

ed gear for “Naturalist backpacks” for 

a dozen students and with the help of 

our very own State certified Master 

Naturalist, Deb Field, we’ll be showing 

students how to find nature anywhere - 

a backyard or park in South Windsor, 

the urban parks of Hartford, and forests 

and preserves in more rural eastern 

Connecticut. The goal is to have the 

program up and running for the spring 

semester. 
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This fall the high school welcomed au-

thor Val Emmich to meet with students 

during grade level assemblies to discuss 

his work writing the novel adaptation of 

Dear Evan Hansen. Val Emmich is a writ-

er, singer-songwriter, and actor. He au-

thored Dear Evan Hansen in collabora-

tion with the play’s playwright, Steven 

Levenson, in addition to the play’s 

songwriting team, Benj Pasek and Justin 

Paul. During grade level assemblies Mr. 

Emmich answered questions about his 

process as a writer and the themes in 

the novel. 

Elementary classrooms participated in 

the 2019 Jumpstart and Read for the 

Record. All classes read Thank You, 

Omu by Oge Mora on November 7th. 

Teachers across the district helped to 

provide related activities including host-

ing food drives and making their own 

“Kindness Stew”. Pictured below, stu-

dents at Orchard Hill Elementary con-

tributed to their “Kindness Stew” by writ-

ing down different ways to be kind.  

Elementary students can look forward 

to many more opportunities to cele-

brate literacy including another author 

visit in the spring. 

Elementary families received their first 

progress reports reflecting updated 

literacy benchmarks. The progress re-

ports were revised in an effort to pro-

vide clearer communication regarding 

student expectations and progress. The 

fall progress report now reflects stu-

dent’s mastery of benchmark expecta-

tions towards full standards mastery. 

The benchmark expectations for each 

grade level are linked in the Elemen-

tary Learning Journeys. 

The middle school English department 

started the year with a professional 

book club exploring Jennifer Serraval-

lo’s A Teacher's Guide to Reading Con-

ferences. As part of our ongoing work 

to meet the school-wide goal to chal-

lenge all of our students appropriately, 

teachers have been engaging in stu-

dent work protocols to refine targeted 

feedback for our students through as-

sessment and individual reading con-

ferences.  

Teachers across the district have been 

engaged in meaningful professional 

learning and discussions about best 

practices in literacy instruction. During 

the opening professional learning days, 

elementary special education and 

English learner teachers joined reading 

consultants, reading interventionists, 

and grade five teachers for a morning 

session with author Shawna Coppola to  

conduct authentic conversations 

about engaging all learners in reading 

and writing. In the afternoon Shawna 

facilitated a conversation related to 

integrating choice and voice in our 

secondary English classrooms. All par-

ticipants were able to preset this time 

with Shawna by reading her first book, 

Renew! Become a Better—and More 

Authentic—Writing Teacher. The de-

partment is also looking forward to job-

embedded professional learning with 

literacy consultant, Kate Roberts. After 

reading her book, A Novel Approach, 

our secondary department is now 

planning to host Kate for three days this 

spring. This professional learning is be-

ing funded by a grant awarded by the 

South Windsor Public Education Fund.  

Below are some suggested reads that 

can help keep our minds active as we 

head into the winter months. 

LITERACY Candice Irwin, Curriculum Specialist 

Professional Read Nonfiction Read Adult Fiction Read YA Read Family Reads 
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In late October, South Windsor High School students in the 

Teacher/Training Pathway welcomed fifteen children to the 

Learning Center, a pre-school program housed within the CTE 

Department. Students in this pathway complete a sequence 

of two classes: Child Development and Leadership of Child 

Care, for which they may earn credit from Manchester Com-

munity College.  Under the mentorship of family and consumer 

science teacher Ann Wolff, child development students spent 

September and October learning about milestones that take 

place between birth and five years of age, and they devel-

oped lesson plans to deliver over the course of the semester.  

Leadership of Child Care students studied various childhood 

learning theorists, researched the design of pre-school class-

rooms, and wrote lesson plans on such themes as kindness, 

winter, and Thanksgiving.  Leadership students also wrote so-

cial stories that help children learn about personal space, 

cleaning up, and not running in certain places.   

This year, the Learning Center kicked off programs with a Meet

-and-Greet on October 18.  At that time, all children and their 

parents visited the classroom and met Mrs. Wolff and her stu-

dents.  The preschool’s regular activities began on October 22.  

Mrs. Wolff delivered a series of model lessons before releasing 

lesson delivery to her students.   

Children participating in The Learning Center have enjoyed 

CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION Steven Albrecht, Curriculum Specialist 

several activities that introduce them to other areas in the 

school.  Halloween provided children their first opportunity to 

learn about the larger high school.  Children were encour-

aged to come to school in costume, and their high school 

students led them on a tour of the library, the office, and as 

many academic departments as possible.   

During No-Shave November, children donned fake mustach-

es and gave donated change to No-Shave organizer Mr. 

Grosso, who teaches in the math department.  Future in-

school field trips include visits to Mrs. Field’s science class-

room, where children will see fish and tortoises; they will also 

check out Mrs. Belval’s greenhouse.   

 

During the month of November, depart-

ment Curriculum Coordinator, Nick Ca-

nova presented a curriculum review 

before the Board of Education. The en-

tire Art Department supported this work 

in on-going curriculum revising/writing 

over many years. The Art teachers also 

assisted Nick in selecting student art-

works K-12 for a mini art show before the 

meeting. The presentation and the art 

show were both enthusiastically re-

ceived by all present. Mr. Canova would 

like to extend his sincere appreciation to 

the entire Art Department for all of their 

hard work! 

There have been two recent changes to 

Visual Arts. The first is an extension of the 

department’s Saturday morning Excel in 

Art program. For over a dozen years this 

enrichment program, sponsored by the 

district’s gifted and talented program, 

has provided 90 minute studio classes for 

six weeks for students in grades five and 

six in art explorations of a more sophisti-

cated nature. The extension of this pro-

gram includes offering it to students in 

grades three and four, and extending 

the program to eight weeks. This very 

popular and sought after program is 

currently in the midst of accepting stu-

dent applications, classes will run on Sat-

urday mornings from January through 

March. Student artwork from this pro-

gram will once again be highlighted in 

the Art Department’s annual K-12 art 

show at the South Windsor Public Library 

in April.  

The second change is at the high 

school. This year a new cartooning 

course taught by art teacher Bryant Zilin-

ski, is being offered. Students have been 

doing a great job of learning what 

makes a good comic; from character 

development to storytelling in both visu-

al and written forms. Additionally, how 

to use compositional elements and prin-

VISUAL ARTS Nicholas Canova, Curriculum Program Coordinator    

ciples of design to inform decisions as to 

using single panel or multi-panel comics 

to tell a story. Students are experiment-

ing with new tools and techniques with 

color and ink to learn how to visually 

lead the viewer’s eye to their plot lines. 

The students are also looking at and 

learning about the history of comic art 

and artists as they develop their own 

personal style in this art form. Samples of 

student’s work from this course will also 

be on display during the spring of 2020 

at the 42nd Annual Student Art Exhibition 

at the South Windsor Public Library. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Megan Wojcicki joined Marisa Lewis this year as an elementary Spanish teacher as we continue to rollout the program into grades  

three and four. Our elementary world language program introduces language through art, songs, games and engaging learning 

activities. This year, depending upon grade level, students are either experiencing the Year 1 or Year 2 thematic units. Students 

who had Spanish last year have been able to apply their past learning to new contexts. It has been very exciting to see just how 

much they were able to learn and retain. Here is a look at the first unit for Year 2 students: 

¿Adónde fuiste en el verano?  Where did you go this summer? 

September-November 

I can say where I went on summer vacation 

I can say how I traveled 

I can say with whom I traveled 

I can identify vacation destinations in Peru and Mexico  

Please follow along with us at  https://sites.google.com/apps.southwindsorschools.org/elementary-world-language/home 

This past June, South Windsor High School awarded the Seal of Biliteracy to 29 seniors in five different lan-

guages. This award is given to students who have attained proficiency in two or more languages by high 

school graduation. Appearing on a diploma, the Seal of Biliteracy is a statement of accomplishment for gain-

ing competency in two or more languages and is viewed as an asset in today’s global society. Showcased 

on student’s transcripts, it is evidence of readiness for career, college, and engagement as a global citizen. 

The Seal measures the ability to use a language for real world purposes. 
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WORLD LANGUAGES AND ENGLISH LEARNERS Karen Stoj, Curriculum Specialist 

HEALTH/PHYSICAL EDUCATION Dave Sytulek, Director of Health, Physical Education & Athletics 

At the August Professional Development Day, elementary, 

middle school and high school PE teachers met to review 

state guidelines for the administration of the Connecticut 

Physical Fitness Assessment (CPFA) and collaborated to dis-

cuss strategies for test administration and student improve-

ment. 

In September, elementary classroom teachers at each grade 

level were provided training in the “Great Body Shop” health 

curriculum by two of their grade level colleagues who previ-

ously received professional development as instructors.  

At the elementary schools, students in grades 3 - 5  are pre-

paring for the CPFA, while students in grades K - 2 are working 

on locomotor skills. 

Students at Pleasant Valley and Philip R. Smith participated in 

bike week this fall. Students at Orchard Hill and Eli Terry will 

participate in bike week in the spring.  

 

At TEMS prior to the Thanksgiving break, the PE Department 

finished up fitness testing with students in all grades. Students in 

grade seven have begun First Aid training, while grade eight 

students have started CPR training. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At South Windsor High School, ninth and tenth grade students 

are being trained for the CPFA, which measures muscle endur-

ance, muscle strength, cardiovascular endurance and flexibil-

ity. 

 

Here are some facts about our EL languages.  

This year’s top Six English Learner Languages in South Windsor Public 

Schools are illustrated to the right: 

Hindi, Telugu and Tamil are spoken in India. Tamil is the oldest living lan-

guage in the world, it was declared a classical language by the United 

Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). Urdu 

is spoken in Pakistan, India and several countries in the Middle East. Ara-

bic is spoken in twenty-two countries from northwest Africa to southwest 

Asia. Arabic has no capital letters. Over 44 countries around the world 

speak Spanish. The vowel “e” is the most used letter in the Spanish lan-

guage, many Spanish words have Arabic roots. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UFwXQYQemUfeSDVuZJrIITn2Jt-_wq0jBqf1msm5KiE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1r4xH2PA8Tth5UNitHxupN3HCirwMWL_1-oLS-HY5d4A/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1v37Ua9FXBH2VZ_HFzoffHfuxarT_vPNSr9vP6G6_iDw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/107cvUzNZTpgaJ7IncGgTjsnGhpuqpjSt6_7sCbyaxCo/edit?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/apps.southwindsorschools.org/elementary-world-language/home
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to observe. Teachers worked collabo-

ratively in PLCs to plan opportunities 

using these strategies in upcoming 

lessons.  The final training day on this 

topic  is planned for March. 

High school teachers have been work-

ing to integrate SAT style questions and 

related content into each core 

class.  In PLCs, teachers have collabo-

ratively identified relevant topics        

to support course content and have 

developed classroom assessment 

tools, activities, and other opportuni-

ties for students to become familiar 

with the structure and style of College 

Board assessments. In December, 

twenty-five students will be attending 

a field trip to Lincoln Tech facilitated 

by high school math teach-

ers. Students will explore career offer-

ings and pathways to post-high school 

training in these fields. This practical 

application through math to career 

pathways supports the diverse interests 

of our students.   

At both the middle school and high 

school levels, all students continue to 

be welcomed to the Math Counts pro-

gram as well as the Math Team.  These 

enrichment opportunities offer a chal-

lenge to all students. We anticipate 

another year full of achievement and 

celebration.  

At the elementary level, all schools wel-

comed parents to learn about the 

math program for students. At Pleasant 

Valley, parents were invited to two dif-

ferent Math Night sessions for either K - 

2 or 3 - 5  to learn more about common 

core standards and strategies and ac-

tivities to support their students at 

home. Parents learned about the pro-

gression of skills across grade levels, 

and engaged in games and activities 

that could be played at home. At Or-

chard Hill, parents were invited to a 

Math Morning. Families reserved space 

to join their children in grade level ses-

sions before school to play games that 

supported fact fluency. Student coun-

MATHEMATICS Robyn Ongley, Curriculum  Specialist 

cil representatives and teachers pre-

pared materials and demonstrated and 

modeled how to play the activities and 

support students with strategies. Philip R. 

Smith and Eli Terry will hold sessions in 

the spring. 

Also at the elementary level, progress 

report guides were rolled out for math 

for grades 1 - 5. Similar to what we pi-

loted last year for kindergarten, these 

documents identify benchmark expec-

tations for students at each trimester to 

build toward end-of-year expectations 

and are a wonderful communication 

tool for students and families. These 

benchmark expectations can be found 

in the Elementary Learning Journeys 

documents, as well as on the elemen-

tary math page for curriculum and in-

struction.   

Teachers at Timothy Edwards Middle 

School are working this year with the 

Teacher’s Development Group to ex-

plore and integrate mathematical hab-

its of mind and habits of interaction in 

the classroom. TE teachers, as well as 

elementary math coaches, fifth grade 

representatives, and high school repre-

sentatives, attended a full-day profes-

sional development session on these 

topics. A lesson was modeled using a  

Math Studio format and all middle 

school math teachers were welcomed 

SPRING 2020 DISTRICT ASSESSMENT CALENDAR 

SOUTH WINDSOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS – 2020 TESTING WINDOWS/DATES 

 Grade(s) 
ELA 

Smarter Balanced 

Math 

Smarter Balanced 

Science 

 NGSS Assessment 
CT SAT 

Grades 3 - 5 April 20 – May 11 April 20 – May 11 
May 14  

(Grade 5) 
  

Grades 6 - 8 May 4 - 18 May 4 - 18 
May 20 

(Grade 8) 
  

Grade 11     May 21 
Wednesday, March 25 

(Make-up April 28 & 29) 

Grades 3-8, 

and 11 

Connecticut Alternate Assessment 

March 23 – June 5 

NGSS Alternate  

Assessment 

Grades 5, 8, and 11 

March 23 – June 5 

  

        

All Grades English Language Proficiency LAS Links January 2 – March 6, 2020 



Page 7 

learn in the classroom, eighth graders 

visited Washington, D.C. in November.  

This trip was well attended and students 

reported enjoying learning about our 

nation’s history and attending cultural 

events.  

The South Windsor High School Social 

Studies Department is proud to share 

that over 80 students were inducted into 

the Rho Kappa National Social Studies 

Honor Society. Additionally, this Decem-

ber over 200 students will attend the 

2019 Model United Nations Conference 

at the University of Hartford. Topics that 

will be debated include biological war-

fare, international trade relations, hu-

man trafficking, and plastic pollution.  

Finally, the high school’s Mock Trial Club 

will participate in a statewide competi-

tion this month. Our school’s defense 

team will act as attorneys and witnesses 

to compete against another school’s 

plaintiff team, and then swap to serve 

on behalf of the plaintiff.  

Veterans Day was celebrated across 

the district on Monday, November 11th. 

Orchard Hill was honored to have 54 

veterans from the school community 

attend their Veterans Day assembly. As 

part of their celebration they set Ameri-

ca’s white table, a symbol for and re-

membrance to service members fallen, 

missing, or held captive in the line of 

duty. Each grade level sang a patriotic 

song, and read In Flanders Field. Pleas-

ant Valley hosted a well-attended as-

sembly where students and guests sang 

the song for each branch of the armed 

services to honor veterans. Timothy Ed-

wards Middle School eighth graders 

welcomed veterans who spoke with 

students about their service to our coun-

try. South Windsor High School seniors 

met with veterans during a morning as-

sembly. This presentation was live-

streamed so that all students could hear 

about the important contributions our 

veterans have made to our country.   

SOCIAL STUDIES Submitted by Candice Irwin 

Elementary third graders enjoyed a field 

trip to the Wood Memorial Library in Oc-

tober. Students visited stations to learn 

about Native Americans in Connecticut. 

This trip supports students’ work with the 

second unit in the Humanities curricu-

lum, where students work to answer the 

following compelling questions: “How 

were Native Americans in the United 

States able to survive and build their cul-

tures?”, and “How is the history of Native 

Americans from Connecticut the same 

as or different than tribes from other re-

gions?”  

Timothy Edwards Social Studies teachers 

have been engaging in student work 

protocols to support their work with di-

verse students. The middle school curric-

ulum continues to be refined to honor 

students’ choice, voice, and individual 

needs while exploring essential questions 

across different social studies topics. In 

addition to authentic opportunities to 

The music department has had a busy 

start to the school year with students 

at all levels preparing for performanc-

es, including the Veteran’s Day assem-

blies held at each school on Novem-

ber 11th where students in the instru-

mental and vocal music programs 

performed. At the elementary level, 

teachers have been focusing on dif-

ferentiated instructional strategies, 

curriculum alignment and technology 

integration during the early release 

Wednesdays. The elementary music 

teachers attended a training where 

they learned how to use the communi-

cation tool Seesaw. Teachers also at-

tended technology training on the use 

of music apps and websites in the 

classroom.  

The music teachers at TEMS attended 

a training where they learned how to 

use the closed circuit auditorium video 

system. This system is designed to allow 

performances occurring in the audito-

rium to be viewed in classrooms 

throughout the building. The TEMS 

bands performed the National Anthem 

and God Bless America at a Wolf Pack 

game on November 20th along with 

premiering a new arrangement of the 

New York Rangers Victory Song during 

intermission. This arrangement was writ-

ten specifically for the Timothy Edwards 

Band program by Anthony Susi, a well-

known Connecticut composer. The 

TEMS winter concerts were held with 

great success after many months of 

hard work and preparation by staff and 

students. The Sounds of the Season 

TEMS Choral concert was held on No-

vember 18th with the show culminating 

in a combined group performance of 

all choirs for a final song. The orchestra 

concert on December 5th and band 

concert on December 16th were well 

attended with students enthusiastically 

performing. Students in Music Matrix 

have completed projects in composing 

music along with exploring the ukulele, 

world drumming, and piano. They have 

also begun research projects on artists 

and composers as part of their study of 

music history. 

The high school has had a busy season 

of preparation for concerts and festivals 

including numerous workshops held by 

clinicians from local universities and 

colleges including, UConn, UMass Am-

herst, Sacred Heart, ECSU and Hartt 

School of Music. After months of hard 

work, the high school music depart-

ment held their annual concerts 

throughout the month of December, 

highlighting the choral program on De-

cember 4th, the band program on De-

cember 11th, and the orchestral pro-

gram on December 12th.   

Connecticut Eastern Regional Festival 

Auditions were held on November 18th. 

Twenty students were accepted to par-

ticipate in the January 2020 Festival. 

These students are now eligible to audi-

tion for the All State Music Festival. Con-

gratulations to all of these students who 

will go on to proudly represent the 

South Windsor Music Department. 

MUSIC  Tracy Lopez, Music Curriculum Program Coordinator 



South Windsor Public Schools is pleased to recognize the accomplishments of its faculty and staff in the field of education, 

lifelong learning and the commitment to children. Twice each school year, we will highlight these professional accomplish-

ments in the Office of Curriculum and Instruction’s “Curriculum Update” newsletter. Categories include the following: 

 National or State Recognition 

 Professional Articles Selected for Publication  

 Outstanding Community Involvement with Youth 

 Presentation at a National Conference 

All staff are invited to share information regarding professional accomplishments by emailing  

Jamie Langevin. The next publication is expected in May 2020. 

RECOGNITION OF PROFESSIONAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

National or State Recognition 

Connecticut Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation, and Dance (CTAHPERD) Teacher of the Year  

(November 11, 2019) 

 Jonathan Giordano ....................................................................................................................................... PV 

Presentation at a National Conference 

Presented Grit Through Lit: Boosting Grit by Fostering Student Empathy with Literary Characters at the National At-Risk Education 

Network Conference. (October 16, 2019) 

 Terri White ......................................................................................................................................................... SWHS 

American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) National Language Teacher of the Year. (2019) Presented a 

session on Differentiation Strategies for World Languages. (November 2019) State representative to the National Network for 

Early Language Learning (NNELL) and keynote speaker for a NNELL networking breakfast. 

 Rebecca Aubrey ............................................................................................................................................ TEMS 

Presentation at a State Conference 

Keynote speaker at the Connecticut COLT (CT COLT) Fall Conference. (October 2019) Serves on the Board of CT COLT. 

 Rebecca Aubrey ............................................................................................................................................ TEMS 

Presented at CT COLT describing how Latin II students cleaned and curated real Roman coins. (October 2019) 

 Alan Beck ......................................................................................................................................................... SWHS 
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Click here for more information  (Must log in to view) 

http://www.southwindsorschools.org/for_staff/staff_resources_dashboard/staff_resources/snow_day_scholars_-_staff_information

